[Role of the rat visceral yolk sac in the realization of trophic function].
The villous and smooth parts of visceral yolk sac (VYS) were studied in rat in the second half of gestation using electron microscopy and morphometry. It was shown that the changes in VYS epithelium took place unidirectionally: the length of microvilli was decreased, while the coefficient characterizing epitheliocyte capacity for absorption was diminished. This was accompanied by an increase in the index of surface density of the apical transport system and absorption vacuoles. These findings are indicative of the activation of endocytosis in VYS in the second half of gestational period. Different amplitude of the changes of the parameters studied in villous and smooth parts of VYS are associated with their topography and formation of chorio-allantoic and yolk sac placentas in rat embryogenesis.